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travelling to the hill station Mussoorie, accompanied by < of the Maharajah's A.D.C.s, she left the train at Delhi s sought protection of the British police. Later she came Bombay and met Baula.
Mumtaz continued to show astonishing composure a quick-wittedness during a grilling cross-examination in coi lasting altogether, on successive days, ten hours. £ admitted that she knew the Indore Durbar (Council) v taking steps to 'secure her extradition on a charge of steali jewellery, but insisted that she was unwilling to remain Indore after the circumstances of the death of her bal Despite defending counsel's atempts to falsify her sta ment that she became the Maharajah's mistress at ele\> years of age, she insisted on this assertion and that 1 present age was only twenty-two. Indians, it must be reme bered, mature early and tend to die young.
Mumtaz, at the time, was described as the Maharaja! "favourite dancing girl," but a more accurate descripti was " court singer." Baula had left her a considerable sum in English money about £7,500. After the trial she aspired become a film star and was cast for the leading part in production called The Slave Girl of Agra—that of the E peror Jehangir's daughter. She also married the son of a ri Muslim. They were divorced in 1929.
My messages to The Daily Telegraph initiated me into the i of writing "cabalese," a method of running words togeth thus saving cost, by using prefixes and suffixes. For e ample "ad" meant "to," "Cum" meant "with," "pr meant "before" when put in front of words. "Wardhij at the end of a word meant " going to." " Et" could be tack on fore or aft meaning "and." This gibberish was a delig to accountants because it reduced the huge cable bills b sometimes anathema to sub-editors faced with the task deciphering and re-writing late at night. A sentence mig read like this. "Mumtaz evidencing seemed bettern yest< day health etspirits stop Said outwent cumtwo Gurkh personal guards stop." And so on. It was a temptation